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sexuality education and the integration
of sexual and reproductive health
concepts into school curricula across
Jordan, Tunisia, Lebanon, Egypt, and

Morocco.

- Share-Net Jordan Coordinator's
Participation in UNFPA SRH Commit-
tee Meeting (May 22, 2024): The meet-
ing focused on the topic of family plan-
ning.

- Share-Net Country Coordinator
Meeting (May 21, 2024): This virtual
meeting via Zoom with Share-Net Inter-
national discussed the progress of work
on Share-Net Jordan's plan and those
of other countries.

- A collaborative agreement was
signed between the Higher Popula-
tion Council, Share-Net Jordan, and
the Institute of Family Health to
develop and enhance educational
materials on Reproductive and Sexual
Health, and Gender-based Violence.
These materials aim to raise awareness
and understanding of these critical
issues among target groups, including
youth, adolescents, women, and mar-

ried girls. Additionally, the educational

materials empower awareness program
workers with the necessary knowledge
and skills to promote Sexual and Repro-

ductive Health and associated rights.

- The Secretary General of the Higher
Population Council, the Share-Net
Jordan team, and some registered
Share-Net Jordan members actively
participated in the Share-Net Interna-
tional Annual Members Meeting held
virtually (via Zoom) on June 20, 2024.
and among the most prominent things

that were reviewed were the follow-
ing:

v’ Relevance of Sexual and Reproduc-
tive Health and Rights (SRHR) in the
Current Context.

v’ Showcasing the timeline of Share-Net's
evolution over the years, 2023 key
highlights, an overview of 2024, and a
glimpse for 2025.

v’ A panel showcasing and celebrating
the amazing work of Share-Net and its
impact since its inception.

v’ Optional networking session for infor-
mal discussions and connections
among its establishment.
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organizational analysis and final evalua-
tion of the Share-Net International

project.

- In preparation for the 2024 annual
breast cancer awareness campaign, a
workshop was held on June 6, 2024.
The workshop began with an overview
of the Jordan Breast Cancer Program
and an evaluation of the October 2023
campaign's effectiveness in raising
awareness and encouraging early
detection. This included results from
the October 2023 evaluation study.
The focus then shifted to planning the
2024 campaign. Building on the
success of the prior year, "A Step
Towards Life" was chosen as the cam-
paign slogan once again. Representa-
tives from breast cancer prevention
institutions and survivors actively
participated in a brainstorming session
to generate new campaign activities.
The proposed activities were then
reviewed, discussed, and voted upon,

with the aim of selecting the most

12

impactful initiatives that best align with

the campaign's goals.

- On June 12, 2024, a meeting was
attended at UNICEF headquarters to
discuss the study on monitoring girls’
health and hygiene, along with related
measures. These measures and moni-
toring indicators focus on priority areas
and aim to enable comparisons

between selected countries over time.

- Share-Net Jordan Coordinator
presented updates on the grant's
progress during virtual meetings held
via Zoom on May 23 and June 27,
2024. The discussions focused on the
grant provided to Jordan and its
progress related to the upcoming

regional conference on comprehensive



which was held in the period 22-23
April 2024, and a general discussion
about the future directions of Share-

Net Jordan.

- On May 22, 2024, Share-Net Jordan
and the Higher Population Council
attended a meeting of the Sub-
Working Group on Sexual and Repro-
ductive Health (SRH SWG) organized
by the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA). The meeting included
a delegation from Bangladesh's Minis-
try of Health and Family Welfare.
Discussions centered on family plan-

ning and the disparities in the 2023
Population and Family Health Survey

results, particularly regarding access
for refugees residing inside and

outside refugee camps.

- The Higher Population Council
actively participated in meetings of
the Global Practitioners’ Committee
on Sexual and Reproductive Health

for Adolescents and Youth, held virtu-
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ally via Zoom on April 8, May 6, and-
June 3, 2024. Organized by Share-
Net International, these discussions
focused on developing content on
sexual and reproductive health for
individuals with disabilities to be
uploaded to the Darby platform. Addi-
tionally, representatives from participat-
ing countries were included to ensure
optimal identification of the needs of

this population.

- On May 16, 2024, Share-Net Jordan
and the Higher Population Council
participated in a virtual Share-Net
Global Executive Committee meeting
via Zoom. Representing the Council
were the Secretary-General, who also
chairs the Share-Net Jordan Steering
Committee, and Share-Net Jordan’s
Coordinator. The meeting focused on
reviewing a proposal submitted to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and discuss-
ing the next steps, including securing
funding from alternative sources. Addi-

tionally, the committee addressed the



plan for the 2024 National Strategy
for Sexual and Reproductive Health.
This plan incorporates the latest
updates on partner initiatives planned
for the year, ensuring progress towards

achieving the strategy's goals.

- With support from the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), the Council
completed updating the "Darby" Digi-
tal Knowledge Platform for Youth
Reproductive Health. The update
made the platform accessible for

people with disabilities by address-

ing content and technical aspects. This
includes sign language translations for
awareness videos and the platform's
Q&A section, done in collaboration
with the Higher Council for the Rights

of Persons with Disabilities.

Higher Population Council

R e
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- The Higher Population Council
participated in a roundtable discus-
sion on June 5, 2024, co-organized by
the University of Jordan and Colum-
bia University. Focusing on the critical
role of midwives in improving women's
and children's health, the meeting
reviewed Jordan's midwifery education
programs, specifically the Jordanian
Nursing Council's involvement. Addi-
tionally, international models of mid-
wifery education and required qualifica-
tions were presented. The Council, con-
tributing to the University of Jordan's
plan to establish a bachelor's program
in midwifery, presented future mid-
wifery needs based on projections for
women of reproductive age, prenatal
visits, annual births, and child vaccina-

tions.

- The first meeting of the Share-Net
Jordan steering committee was held
on April 18, 2024. The coordinator of
Share-Net Jordan presented Share-Net
Jordan’s plan for the year 2024, A pres-

entation on the regional conference



% Evaluation of the mechanism by which
the previous application process was
carried out and the evaluation tools

that were used.

% Holding a workshop to present the
analysis outputs and how to improve
them by taking into account the
point of view of workers in health
centers where these standards were

applied and other relevant parties.

\/
X3

Issuing an analytical report that
includes gap analysis and recommen-
dations for improving these stand-
ards, evaluation tools, and method-
ology, which prepares the appro-
priate ground for its subsequent
issuance as anintegrated accredita-
tion program to be adopted by

healthcare institutions.

In the second quarter of 2024, the
Higher Population Council collabo-
rated further with the Health Care
Accreditation Council (HCAC) to imple-
ment the recommendations from the

analytical report. Supported by the

United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), HCAC contracted a local
expert to revise the national standards
document and assessment tools based
on the report's findings. These revised
standards will undergo pilot testing in
five service centers representing
various sectors: the Ministry of Health,
Royal Medical Services, the Institute for
Family Health Care, a university clinic,

and a woman-friendly clinic.

In a related context, the Higher Popula-
tion Council actively participated in a
meeting on June 6, 2024, alongside the
Health Care Accreditation Council, the
Center for Women's Health Care
“HCAC", and the Ministry of Health.
The meeting focused on reviewing the
procedural guide for family planning
services within the standards for

woman-friendly health centers.

- The Higher Population Council, in
coordination with strategy liaison
officers representing all relevant insti-

tutions, finalized the implementation



these topics with their children; and
raising awareness about the concepts
and components of Reproductive
Health. Additionally, the sessions intro-
duced the "Darby" Digital Knowledge

Platform on Reproductive Health for
Youth.

- On June 11, 2024, a delegation from
the Faculty of Educational Sciences
and Arts at UNRWA visited the Higher
Population Council. The delegation
aimed to gain knowledge about
Jordan's demographic landscape, the
Council's role in population and devel-
opmentissues, and its efforts in promot-
health

programs. The Council presented them

ing youth reproductive
with an overview of the "Darby" Digital
knowledge platform, a resource on

youth reproductive health, and the

Parent's Guide on Reproductive Health

for Adolescents.

- Institutionalizing the National Stand-

ards for Youth-Friendly Sexual and
Reproductive Health Services, The
Higher Population Council signed an
agreement with the Health Care
Accreditation Council (HCAC) in the
past year to review the document for
national standards for youth-friendly
sexual and reproductive health
services. the following was imple-

mented under the agreement:

% Review and analysis of the National
Standards for Reproductive and Sexual
Health Services for Youth at the health
center level and all related data and

reports.



University, Al-Ahliyya Amman Univer-
sity, and Jordan University of Science
and Technology. Additionally, mem-
bers of youth committees at (Zarga
Center, Karak Center, and Mafraq
Center) from the Princess Basma Cent-
ers affiliated with the Jordanian Hash-
emite Fund for Human Development

participated in the campaign activities.

These meetings served to introduce
the platform and its components to the
students. Interactive competitions
were held to engage them, and a play
titled "Imaginary Barriers," presented
by the National Center for Culture and
Arts — King Hussein Foundation was
incorporated to highlight the impor-

tance of promoting reproductive

health among young people.

- The Higher Population Council,

supported by the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) and in
collaboration with the Jordanian Hash-
emite Fund for Human Development
(JOHUD), implemented a series of
awareness meetings. These meetings
aimed to introduce the "Question and
Answer" Parent's Guide on Sexual and
Reproductive Health for their Adoles-
cent Children to women's committees
at JOHUD-affiliated Princess Basma
Centers across Jordan. The centers
involved were located in Nuzha,
Mafraqg, Irbid, Sahab, Karak, Agaba,
and Zarqa.

The meetings focused on several key
areas: emphasizing the importance of
enhancing adolescents' knowledge
about Sexual and Reproductive Health;
equipping parents to discuss these



Population Council, represented by
the Secretary-General, Prof. Dr. Issa
Almasarweh, and the National Center
for Curriculum Development, repre-
sented by the President of the Higher
Council, Prof. Dr. Mohieddin Tougq.
The collaboration aims to develop the
best methods for integrating age-
appropriate elements of Sexual and
Reproductive Health (SRH) into Jorda-
nian curricula. This integration will be
conducted thoughtfully, considering
the Jordanian religious and cultural
context, and will rely on a profes-
sional methodology grounded in

scientific evidence.

The areas of cooperation encompass
several key initiatives. First, the parties
will collaborate on studies and research
related to adolescent SRH. Second,
they will work together to support the
smooth integration of SRH concepts
into the curriculum. Additionally, both
public and private sector teachers and
counselors will receive training on effec-
tively educating students about SRH.
Technology and innovative methods

will be employed to deliver accurate

health information. Furthermore, com-
mittees of curriculum specialists from
national institutions will be formed to
assess the current state of SRH concepts
in the curricula and explore ways for
improvement. Finally, the cooperation
will culminate in the development of a
guiding manual based on best practices
for integrating SRH concepts into
curricula and accompanying educational
activities.

- The Higher Population Council imple-

mented an advocacy campaign for the
"Darby" Digital Knowledge Platform
on Reproductive Health for Youth.
The campaigninvolved a series of meet-
ings with students from various universi-
ties and colleges, including Princess
Tharwat University College, Irbid
National University, Al-Balga Applied



+» Developing a Conceptual Framework
for Integrating Sexual Health Concepts
into Curricula, Clarifying Methods for
Incorporating the Issue into Educational

Programs.

%% An Analytical Study of Various Tools in

the Integrated Curriculum for Kindergar-
ten in Jordan to Identify the Reality of
Integrating Concepts, Skills, and Values
of Sexual Education and Determine
Related Gaps.

- Participation in the 57th Session of

the United Nations Commission on
Population and Development, held at
the United Nations Headquarters in
New York from April 29 to May 3,
2024. The session focused on the
theme "Assessment of the Status of

Implementation of the Program of

Action of the International Conference
on Population and Development and
Its Contribution to the Follow-up and
Review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development during the Decade
of Action and Achieving Sustainable

Development."

During the session, the Secretary-General
of the Higher Population Council, Prof.
Dr. Issa Almasarweh, presented Jordan's
position paper on the session's theme.
The paper was prepared collaboratively
with national partners and included a sum-

mary of Jordan's developmental efforts

across various fields, including repro-
ductive health.

- Signing of a Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) between the Higher



e Events and Activities Implemented
and Participated In:

- The Higher Population Council and
Share-Net Jordan
Regional Co-Creation Conference on

conducted a

Comprehensive Sexuality Education
(CSE) and The Integration of Sexual
and Reproductive Health (SRH) Con-
cepts into School Curricula. The event
was held on April 22-23, 2024, under
the patronage of the President of the
National Center for Curriculum Devel-
opment in Jordan. Educational experts
from Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, Leba-
non, and Jordan participated in the
conference, alongside representa-
tives from relevant national entities
in Jordan. This collaboration reflects
Share-Net Jordan's commitment to
expanding its efforts at both national
and regional levels and fostering knowl-

edge exchange among Arab countries
in this field.

The conference provided a platform for
participants to share experiences and
enhance their capabilities in integrating
SRH concepts into curricula. National
reports from participating countries,
supported by scientific evidence, show

cased the current state of CSE in their
respective educational systems and the
need for integrating SRH concepts.
Additionally, experts from each country
presented insights on their experiences
with curriculum integration. Dr. Thogan
Obaidat, the educational advisor in
Jordan, summarized these presenta-
tions, highlighting key lessons learned
and challenges encountered. A dedi-
cated discussion session following the
presentations allowed for further explo-

ration of the topic.

The conference identified key issues
requiring further research. Three grants
were announced to address these criti-
cal areas. Details on application proce-
dures were also provided. The awarded
grants will focus on the following

topics:

& The Readiness of Educators in Leba-

non from a Technical and Psychological
Perspective to Address Topics Related
to Sexual and Reproductive Education
and Implement the Integration of
Sexual and Reproductive Health Con-
cepts into General and Pre-University
Education Curricula.



Achievements

®Research, Policy Briefs, Papers, and

Reports:

- The final draft of the Legal Analysis
of the Cybercrime Law of 2023 and
the Penal Code of 1960 and its amend-
ments regarding information on
Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Rights related to Share-Net Jordan
activities and their impact on its
Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Rights activities, has been completed.
The draft is currently under review by

Share-Net International.

- Share-Net Jordan has completed the
preparation, translation, and design
of a policy brief on Reducing Elective
Cesarean Sections Without Medical
Justifications in Jordan.

- Share-Net Jordan has completed the
preparation, translation, and design
of a fact sheet on Sexually Transmit-
ted Infections and Diseases in Jordan
(STIs).

- Share-Net Jordan has completed the
preparation, translation, and design
of a fact sheet on Sexual Enhance-
ment Drug Utilization in Jordan:
Insights and Risks.
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Introduction

Share-Net Jordan is excited to release
the 32nd issue of its quarterly newslet-
ter, covering the second quarter of
2024. This newsletter keeps research-
ers, decision-makers, policymakers,
program developers, and research insti-
tutions informed about the latest
advancements in Sexual and Reproduc-
tive Health (SRH) on both local and
global scales.

The past quarter saw significant
achievements for Share-Net Jordan.
The most prominent is the finalized
legal analysis study examining the
Cybercrimes Law of 2023, the Penal
Code of 1960 (and its amendments) in
Jordan, and how these laws address
Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Rights (SRHR) information. This study
specifically focused on the impact of
Share-Net Jordan's platform on SRHR
activities. Additionally, a policy brief on
Reducing Elective Cesarean Sections
Without Medical Justifications in
Jordan was completed, along with fact
sheets on both Sexually Transmitted
Infections (STls) and Sexual Enhance-
ment Drug Utilization in Jordan:
Insights and Risks within Jordan.

Share-Net Jordan's activities extended

beyond research and policy develop-
ment. The platform hosted a Regional
Co-Conference on Comprehensive
Sexuality Education and The Extent of
Integrating Sexual and Reproductive
Health Concepts Into School Curricula.
And, launched an advocacy campaign
promoting the Digital Reproductive
health knowledge platform for youth
“Darby”. Furthermore, training sess-
ions were conducted for women's com-
mittee members on utilizing the "Ques-
tion and Answer" guide for parents on
SRH for their adolescent children at
Princess Basma Centers affiliated with
the Jordanian Hashemite Fund for
Human Development.

Share-Net Jordan also finalized the
operational plan for the National
Sexual Reproductive Health Strategy
for 2024 and participated in the Share-
Net International Steering Committee
meeting. Thatin addition to maintain-
ing its research database on the SRH
knowledge platform during the second
quarter. Currently, Share-Net Jordan
reached (311) members, including
individuals and institutions from various
sectors such as academia, policy-
making, practitioners, and non-
governmental organizations.
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