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ABSTRACT
Objectives: .
This study aimed at identifying the knowledge, attitudes and practices of
legislators, policy makers and media practitioners in regard to population
issues, reproductive health and gender issues, in order to assist in the
development of future plans that may enhance their role in sustainable
development. )

Method:

The study utilized a descriptive survey design to achieve stated objectives.
The purposive sampling method was used to select study subjects. A
questionnaire was developed by the researchers in collaboration with the
Higher Population Council to measure the study variables. The questionnaire
was composed of four parts to cover demographic data as well as the three
main issues of concern. A section to identify subject's educational and
training needs was also included.

Results:

The results of the study reflected a moderate to high knowledge levels of the
study subjects regarding the main population issues, however, the level
drops down in regard to more detailed and specific issues and differs among
the various groups. The results also revealed fluctuation in the subjects'
knowledge with regard to reproductive health and family planning, and low
knowledge level in regard to gender issues.

The results reflected a general positive attitude toward population issues and
a general feeling of the problem of high population growth rate. However,
the study revealed low agreement and inconsistent feeling among and
between the studied groups regarding any current formal or governmental
effort to solve such a problem. Lack of agreement was also noticed in
relation to the negative effects of high growth rates on the different services
and economic sectors and environmental services. The study also reflected a
tendency to consider the population issues, gender issues and issues
concerning reproductive health as very sensitive issues to approach which
may hinder decision making. Respondents showed a desire to know more
about specific details related to the three main issues under study.
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